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Catholic
igh ‘on
the decline’

0ld boy Chan Soo Sen said the school
had been slipping in the school ranking
every year and called for it to be
stopped from becoming second rate

STOP Catholic High from
becoming a second-rate
school, said an old boy who is
now a parliamentary secre-
tary, speaking at the school’s
speech and prize-giving day
yesterday

“Our school has been slip-
pinﬁlevery year in the school
ranking,” said Mr Chan Soo
‘Sen, Parliamentary Secretary
(Prime Minister’s Office and
Ministry of Community De-
velopment), who was in the
school from Primary 1 to Pre-
University 2.

“To be very honest, our
beloved Catholic High is be-
comin a second-rate
school.’

It was important to face
this reality and find a way
out of this trend of steady

. that he had attend

decline, he added.

In last year's ST 100 rank-
ing exercise, the school was
number 19.

Besides the low ranking,
he gave other symptoms of
the school’s decline:

Catholic High was now
one of the weakest Special
Assistance Plan (SAP)
schools and “doing less well
than some of the neighbour-
hood schools”.

It was also losing the best
of Primary School Leaving
Examination (PSLE) pupils
from its own primary school
to other secondary schools.

And even at prize-presen-
tation ceremonies of various
inter-school competitions
,’he said

it was rare to come across

UNIMAGINABLE: A second-rate

Catholic High

unfergiveab

The Straits Times. Aug 7, 1998.

‘WE, the old boys, have been very shocked and very
saddened by this cruel reality. To us, a second-rate. [+
Catholic Hi%h--i's unimaginable, unacceptable and:
e. Our hope for our new Golden A

to be consistently within the top 10'in Singapore...|
— Mr Chan, who was a student at the school from

1963801974,

prize-winners from Catholic
High.

“We, the old boys, have
been vear shocked and very
saddened by this cruel reali-
ty. To us, a second-rate Cath-
olic High is unimaginable,
unacceptable and unforgive-
able.” )

Mr Chan, who was a stu-
dent from 1963 to 1974, ad-
ded that the school was the
top Chinese-medium school
at the time, producing lead-
ers in government, various
professions and business.

He said that he knew it
was “not nice” to be so frank
on an auspicious day, but re-
ality had to be faced.

Towards halting the
school’s decline, he said the
Old Boys’ Association had in-
troduced a few measures: A
fund had been set up to
award scholarships to the
school’s best students and to
upgrade its teachers’ skills. A
Founder’s Scholarship had
also been started to encour-
age its top PSLE pupils to en-
rol in its own secondary
school.

He said: “Our hope for
our new Golden Age is to be
consistently within the top
10 in Singapore, within the
top four SAP schools, to be
the first full school to have
the gifted programme in
both its-primary and second-
ary schools.”

Commenting on Mr
Chan’s speech, the school’s
principal, Mrs Goh Hwee
Choo said: “We will be em-
phasising effective classroom
teaching methods and instill-
ing in students a sense of
pride and belonging.”
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Meet our Principal:

Mrs Goh Hwee Choo

By Wong Joon Tai.

In 1968, Catholic High welcomed
the first lady teacher Mrs Khoo. At that
time, the logical next question asked
among we students was whether the
school would be receiving female
students. If yes, when would it be?

Well, we have the answer thirty
years later. The school is not going to
receive female students. Instead, in
1997, it decided to appoint a first lady
principal & Mrs Goh Hwee Choo.

Exciting? However, as a parent
with a son studying in Catholic High
now, my first reaction to the
appointment was that: can she help my
boy to achieve better academic result,
to be a better person in terms of
character, etc.

Although | had worked with the
Ministry of Education for more than 15
years, | did not have the opportunity
to work with Mrs Goh directly. My first
encounter with her was at the OBA’s
annual dinner in 1997 when she spoke
to us in her capacity as the Principal
of the school. She spoke clearly,
fluently and confidently.

My second encounter with Mrs
Goh was when | was invited as a
parent of Primary Six pupils for a
briefing on how to choose secondary
schools. During the session, we were
informed of the programmes put in
place by various departments to
prepare the students for their PSLE.
The briefing achieved its objectives of
assuring the parents that the pupils
were in their good hands and what was
needed was that parents must do their

part to complement the role played by
the school.

This time, Mrs Goh’s main
message to the parents was that, in
order to take advantage of the bonus
points given to the pupils of Catholic
High and to increase the chance of
entering the secondary section, you
must make sure that you opt Catholic
High as your first choice. It appeared
that Mrs Goh is a great strategist as
well.

Prior to her posting, Mrs Goh did
encounter Catholic High boys when
they joined the junior colleges she was
heading then. Mrs Goh said: “In the
70s and 80s, | had taught many CH
boys when | was a teacher in NJC and
later as the VP in TJC. | have very
good impression of them—they were
well-mannered, disciplined, highly self-
motivated, carried themselves with
confidence and there was this sense
of pride that they were from CHS.”

Then she continued: “I must say
that | was somewhat taken aback by
the habits and attitude of the pupils
when | first came to the school and
coming into contact again with the CH
pupils—my perception and what | saw
of the school seemed to be
incongruent. | quickly got down to
understand what had been or had not
been happening to cause the present
situation in CH. The pupils’ attitude,
sense of belonging etc were somewhat
lacking.”

Her observation did not stop
there: “We have a unique school

building, sprawling and of great
aesthetic value. However, the
maintenance and care for the
compound and school facilities have
not done justice to the fine piece of
architectural work. Some major repairs
to basic amenities are urgently
needed. With such a grand school
layout we should be able to create a
very conducive environment for the
nurturing and stimulation of the young
mind.” So what should we do? “Some
basics must be put in place
immediately. For instance, there must
be more effective teaching and
learning taking place in the
classrooms. There must be very firm
guidance for our pupils from having
good attitudes & habits to nurturing
those with leadership to instilling in
everyone in the school community a
greater sense of purpose and pride for
being part of Catholic High School.”

Having heard this, it comes as a
proof to me that Mrs Goh, her VPs,
HODs and her team of teachers have
worked towards the above-mentioned
targets in the last seven months. There
are just too many details/activities that
they have introduced, and | shall not
list them here. Suffice to quote my boy
when | asked him about his impression
of Mrs Goh: “Very dynamic, strict and
has introduced a number of new rules
and regulations on discipline.”

Mrs Goh continued: “We see in
CH, several strengths which
redeeming factors to help CH scale
greater heights from its current
situation. These strengths include a
core of committed teachers, bright



Catholic
Hi
ik

its socks

Hit by falling standards, it is making
an extra effort to catch up, including
setting clear targets for students

orts b

Q?AEMX MATHI
PRINCIPAL in the hot seat,
Catholic High School's Goh
Hwee Choo, said the school
has implemented several
prcﬁrammes to improve its
results after it took a public
knock for its declining stan-
dards.

Teaching methods will be
meonitored, students have
been set clear targets and ties
will be strengthened with the
primary school so that the
top Primary School Leaving
Examination pupils will con-
tinue their education in
Catholic High, she said.

At the school's speech and
prize-givin
Aug 6, old boy and Parlia-
mentary Secretary (Prime
Minister’s Office and Minis-
try of Community Develop-
ment) Chan Soo Sen said the
secondary school had slipped
in the annual ranking of
schools and was becoming
second-rate.

In this year’s ranking, out
last. Saturday, Catholic High
dropped from 19th position
last year to number 29. It
was ranked 11th when rank-
ing started in 1992.

Asked about the com-
ments, Mrs Goh said: “It’s
the truth. We have to accept
reality and move on from
here. We must improve
things. -

“We are here to do a job
and that means being ac-
countable to our pupils on
whether we are giving them
our best.”

She believes that if the
school works ‘on the stu-
dents, it will naturally move
up the rankings.

ceremony on

“What is more important
than ranking is adding value
to every subject and instilling
a sense of pride in pupils —
these will f;ad to an overall
improvement.”

Mrs Goh, 50, was a senior
inspector of schools for 2%
years before she was posted
to the school last year.

She is the first woman to,

head the school.

From now on, she said
there will be closer monitor-
ing of teaching methods. She
has also set specific target
scores for students, after tak-
ing into account their PSLE
marks.

From July to October,
Secondary 4 students will be
given work sheets on differ-
ent topics in a self-study pro-

amme.

* Students who enter com-
petitions will be given inten~
sive coaching,

More joint activities will
be organised so that ties be-
tween the primary and sec-
ondary schools will be
strengthened.

One recent example was
the combined march-past

parade for the National Day

celebrations.

“This gives the younger
boys a chance to emulate the
older boys,” she said.

The percentage of prima-
1y school pupils who enrolled
at the secondary school has
improved to almost 50 per
cent of EM], or the best, pu-

pils.

Mrs Heng Siuk Keow, the
school’s head of English, wel-
comes the programmes, but
added: “We don’t want to be
defensive. We are alreatlg re-
viewing how we have done
things before and impro-

The Straits Times. Aug 18, 1998.

pupils with zeal, very caring and
supportive old boys and generally
cooperative and supportive parents.”

Then what is her expectation of
the old boys in assisting the school to
achieve its objectives? “Thus far, we
are encouraged by the support from
OBA; financial support for staff
development, providing expertise in
our enrichment programmes and
initiating several awards and
scholarships to motivate the pupils.

REALITY CHECK

‘We have to accept reality and move on from

here. We must improve things. We are here

do ajob and that means being accountable to

our ;bmpz'ls*' on whether we are giving them
“our best.” :

— Mrs Goh Hwee Choo (above), on old boy and Parliamentary Secretary
Chan Soo Sexw’s comment that Catholic High is becoming second-rate

eto

ving the methods.”

But Cheng Jianhua, 13,
with a high PSLE score of
260, said there was never any
question of him going to an-
other secondary school.

“I'm embarrassed by what
has been said about my
school and also angry at top
PSLE students whe go to
other schools,

“I feel we have done well
because of what our primary
school gave us, Now it is time
to give back.”

The old boys’ involvement in
school activities helps to
perpetuate school traditions
besides forging the links. |
foresee a need, in the near future,
for greater financial support in
terms of the physical outlook and
infrastructure of the school.”

Hi, old boys, what do you think?

Aim: Gifted
amme

by 3001

CATHOLIC High School
must be ready to offer the
Gifted Education Pro-
gramme (GEP) to secondary
students by 2001 — that is
the target set by the school’s
0Old Boys Association. -

The Parliamentary Secre-
tmg (Prime Minister’s Office
and Ministry of Community
Development) and the asso-
clation’s president, Mr Chan
Soo Sen, said the timing is
pivotal because that is when
the school’s gifted primary
pupils go to secondary
school.

If the secondary school
does not have a gifted pro-
gramme by then, Catholic
High will lose them to other
schools, he said. Catholic
High's primary school joined
the gifted programme last
year and has two classes of
Primary 4 gifted pupils.

Mr Chan’s eldest boy, 13,
left Catholic High after Pri-
mary 4 because the school
did not offer the gifted pro-
gramme at that time. He is
now on the programme at

Raffles Institution.

The other son, aged nine,
followed his brother to Nan-
yang Primary. Mr Chan said:
"As an_old boy I love my
school, but as a parent I love
my sons.

“Which parent will let his
child go to a school with no
special programmes when

e chilc? has earned it and
deserves them?” :

He said the old boys will
do what they can to help the
school improve — raise
funds for teachers” IT-based
courses, scholarships and
leadership courses.

He said the school’s ap-
pointment of Mrs Goh Hwee
Choo as principal was a s}’f:g
in the right direction. It
not limited its choices to only
former pupils, Catholics or
men.

“This increased the pool
and we got the best person
for the jcﬁ)‘

“We don’t have much
time to get better. We don't
have to become No, 1, but we
must improve,
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