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The way of the Catholic High School is a way of two rails, Chinese and English; free from any entanglement, straight to its end.
Happy are those who follow, they shall obtain the scope of a sound education.
- The Late Rev. Fr. Edward Becheras, Founder of our School.
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OBA-CHS MENTORSHIP SCHEME

The OBA-CHS Mentorship Scheme was first set up in 1998 by the Old Boys' Association under the guidance of then
President Mr Chan Soo Sen. Students who are awarded the CHS-OBA Founders Scholarship are assigned mentors under
this scheme. This scheme aims to provide these secondary pupils the opportunities to be mentored by old boys who are
leaaders in their own fields. It is hoped that pupils will broaden their leaarning beyond their classroom and school

curriculum, through interactions with their mentors.

Since the inception, 35 students have benefitted from the programs. Old boys from diverse backgrounds have contributed
as mentors. They include Mr Lim Swee Say, Mr Chan Soo Sen, Prof Chong Chi Tat, Mr Lionel Cheng, Prof Chong Tow
Chong, Michael Heng, Lim Hung Siang, Dr Lionel Lim, Prof Lim Seh Chun, Mr Stephen Lim, Mr Lim Tuan Liang,
Assist Prof Quah Sy Ren, Prof Su Guaning, Mr Tony Tan Choon Kheng and Mr Wong Yu Han.

Mentors are role models for the pupils under their care, and someone whom the pupils can relate to and seek guidance
and counsel on various matters. Mentors provide guidance, exposure and an additional avenue for advice, and thus further
develop the potential of these top students. Mentors communicate with the pupils via e-mails, phone calls or meet their
students, individually or through group activities, to talk about aspirations and goals, studies and career, relationships
and stress, ethics and values, and any suitable topics. In addition to individual communications and activities, group
activities for dialogues, and visits to NUS R&D Labs, Ministry of Health, and work-shadow day have also been organised.
The latest group event was a tea session conducted at the Bishan campus on July 13 for mentors, students, parents and
school staff to gather together. Presentations by both students, old boys, Q&A and dialogue sessions were carried out for

all to exchange ideas and discuss isssues of the day.
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Real foods are offered in addition to Visit to NUS earlier this year.
brain food at the tea session!




OBA Membership Audit

In May-2002, a Membership Audit task-team
comprising 5 persons was formed with endorsement by
the Executive Committee (ExCo) of the Old Boys
Association (OBA).

The five are all serving on the ExCo, and they
are Chew Heow-Chor, Goh Yong-Hang, Tan Pai Kok,
Young Kuan -Sing (team-driver) and Wong Joon-Tai.

This task-team has only one mission: To update
and refresh the accuracy of OBA's membership- records.
This is achieved by telephoning every member who has
submitted a membership form.

For those that can be reached, the task-team will
ascertain the members' latest postal-mailing address; work-
place information; telephone-contact numbers, and e-mails
address if they are already using e-mail. The end -result
is that out of the thousand records on file, only about 520
people can be traced.

For those who have shifted homes, and / or
changed their employment, such that they can no longer
be reached based on the information in the membership
form, the audit task-team can only set them aside and list
them under a " Lost Contact" folder.

The namess of those cannot-be-found old boys,
grouped by the years that they left Catholic High, will be
posted on the OBA's web site (<http://www.chsoba.org.
sg>) and circulated at event-gatherings among the old
boys. Hopefully, their common friends will be able to
recognise their names and help point to where the OBA
can locate those "missing" individuals.

Having done the verification part, the next task,
and the more important one, is for the OBA to expand its
reach to as many Catholic High graduates as possible.

Going forward, the OBA has created a
Membership Acquisition team to handle the following:

# 1 Obtain feedback from current members and
old boys at large on what they perceive as negative obstacles
or dis-incentives that will discourage people from becoming
members of the OBA. Basically, find out what can be
done to accelerate the growth of OBA's membership.

Concurrently, learn from the alumni bodies of
other schools and institutions, both locally and abroad,
what are their proven best practices that ensure healthy
growth of and participation by alumni membership.
Hopefully, with the benefit of others' experience, the OBA
can adopt workable ideas that can ensure membership-
acquisition on a continuous basis.

# 2 Articulate and broadcast the tangible and
intangible benefits that will accrue to each old boy when

he becomes a member of the OBA.

This team will recommend the new, value-adding
advantages, both qualitative and quantitative, that the OBA
can offer in order to make being affiliated with the OBA
an appealing thing to present and future members.

# 3 Execute specific action-steps that will bring
about objectives outlined in # 1 and # 2.

The goal we have set for ourselves is doubling
the headcount-base to 2,000 or more people by the end of
2004 with no less than 50% of the membership base
comprising old boys who left Catholic High in the last 15-
20 years, ie: during the '80s and '90s.

At the ExCo meeting held in August-2002,
members adopted a scheme whereby past years' CHS
graduates are grouped into blocks of 5-years, with at least
one ExCo member serving as the contact-person linking
the old boys in his assigned block to the OBA.

The ExCos also focus its "target Group" on those
who left school between 1976 and 1990. They would by
now have achieved certain standing in the community and
success in their respective chosen fields pf profession or
business. They will thus be in a better position to contribute
time, energy and support o the OBA, and through OBA,
the school itself, when additional resources are needed.

The following configuration was adopted:

1975 and earlier batches = Wong Ann-Kin ( 9673-
0217)

1976-1980 = Dr Steven Choo (6823-3550 office
direct) & Dr Yeo Seem Huat (9451-8868)

1981-1985 = Gan Boon-San (9739-0780) & Chew
Heow-Chor (9765-3119)

1986-1990 = Tony Tan (Tao Nan School 6442-
8307) & Yang Ching-Chao (9735-1978)

1991-1995 = Tan Pai-Kok (9736-5238)

1996 & onwards = Goh Yong-Hang (9657-8757;
he is teaching sports & chemistry in Catholic High)

Overall acquisition-drivers = Young Kuan-Sing
(9628-6533) & Professor Chong Chi-Tat

Technology person providing updating-support
for OBA's web site = Wong Joon Tai (9784-6431)

The twelve persons mentioned above effectively
formed the Membership Acquisition team.

To support the stepping up of linkage with old
boys of different years, the OBA will make extensive use
of e-mail; its web site, and other forms of IT for
communicating news and information in a timely fashion.
We see this not as an option, but a must-do thing.
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Friday, 16-August-02, The Straits Times, article, page H-6
Catholic High makes comeback

FOUR years ago, Catholic High School made the news when old boy and then Parliamentary Secretary Chan
Soo Sen rapped his alma Mater for slipping in the annual school rankings.

Speaking at the school's 1998 speech and prize-giving ceremony, he noted that it had been ranked in the 29th
position the previous year, compared to 11th in 1992. He also said it was 'unimaginable, unacceptable and unforgivable’
that the school had become 'second-rate'.

The public soul-searching spurred the Assistance Plan school to pull up its socks and, yesterday, students and
staff had every reason to smile when this year's rankings were released.

‘While Raffles Institution (RI) retained its top spot in the Special/Express stream category, Catholic High along
with Bukit Batok Secondary were among the most improved schools.

Catholic High moved up from 22nd spot last year to 14th.

Mr Chan, who studied at the school from 1963 to 1974, was happy at the news. The Minister of State for the
Prime Minister's Office and Community Development and Sports said: 'Now, the Catholic High Community can hold its
head high again.'

Even before he made his reality-check speech, the school community had already swung into action.

The old boys' association had set up a scholarship fund to attract top students, and started a mentorship scheme
to pair these students with successful old boys, such as Environment Minister Lim Swee Say, Defence Science and
Technology Agency chief Su Guaning and National University of Singapore deputy president Chong Chi Tat.

The school also tried to plug the 'brain drain' from its primary school. It dangled scholarships and held talks at
the primary school to convince pupils to continue their education at the secondary school.

One sign that it is attracting better quality students: This year, for Secondary 1, the school has six special classes
where top Primary School Leaving Examination (PSLE) students study English and the mother tongue at first-language
level, and four Express stream classes. About four years ago, the reverse was true.

Take 14-years-old Camillus Kang, whose PSLE aggregate 270 gave him the pick of top secondary schools. He
said: 'T know I could have gone to RI, but I wanted to stay here because this is where | spent my primary school years.
The mentorship scheme made it all the more attractive.'

He said his mentor, National University of Singapore don Lim Seh Chun, had helped him with personal and
study problems by giving him moral support and encouragement.

Principal Goh Hwee Choo, who took over in December 1997, credited her teachers for coming up with programmes
to improve the students' subject scores and coping skills.

For some subjects, students are divided into groups according to their ability, so that teachers can tailor their
teaching to suit them. The school has also conducted mock examinations and used them to spot students' weaknesses.

However, Mrs Goh knows the school's work is not done. She agrees with Mr Chan that the school should now
aim for a spot in the top 10.

She said: "The calibre of students and staff is there. We have come up from 29 to 14... We just have to keep at




755 B & BR 200248 F 26 H 2 Hi— I 9

O Je L& R
Vo A

"R, BOREIRIRIRE . AR B B I
DU TS S 5 BRI K . 4B 200U B
A SCRHELRIUIESERIS . BB ABAS B E 2 T iL
———E MK

Y 4F B J"‘?Zk?ﬂ?’c#iﬁ
BERFREBFHEEL (

4% ), WEREAL #iﬁlﬂ;ﬂj mw. § e
FHke, —OS8TT=4 & | R
B WREE \¢L&m§~\ '
ENRE—ITEEK, T
5, FEEREHY. WEX
EH .

EEHRBKEEARR, |
BEFFSRAKRBRE 5
B 3 B A AR R AT
SRR —F . B — /NS

REVBHRERE . #ET L 4 - »
RERER . ElcsIm—EN ARESEEREREROBET . EEROAGT
m S TS R L Rt Wit . SEEREATH, HEEAHE K.

Ma5ERE -

Frid "BEMIZN" . NETkR A2FERERNIAST, TRAGHGHS . H
MAEREHNEHMEMRFEEST, iEI'}'.-lﬂ#_?Ei_‘Hj@.

HERZFUNRT FRIEFERRET R “E &, K 8, £ 2EES
X BMFERAEBRME, AWESHMBMIES .

15']1@#*3‘&%%7@%%FF-%J?E%MMENEA%%W"EE& SmEIRE S, EF “Fil
o MEEFERHNEAP=ERK RANAEREBIXLEFD, —FHEMEZENLER
MEFEH Z—FEbBLFEZERIE | R?ET*

EFhIE, NSASM—AEHNANEIE . EXHE. ERMEFERT
MEZENATX, RETHFLEE. FZEESFIIRER. BEIXEANEK.

ERELXPSRZMALERFITFREGR . EEKEL, FRANSISTEHE. FE
EHRAMEZBAFERSFTENESE . XX APHERRFBEL, LATELRBEAI—M#
EREVEERTMMEREN, CEAFERUSHERENEII, NTHHELmadks -



INTERMATIONAL
OTRA PULP & PAPER OTRA PACKAGING PTE LTD KBK INTERNATIONAL

PRIVATE LIMITED R (FheR) BAHRE 4 PRIVATE LIMITED

52 Craig Road, Singapore 089690
Tel: 6323 2832, 6221 1551 Fax: 6226 3337
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SCIENCE ARTS CO. PTE LTD. CIENCE ARTS CO. PTE LTD.
Arls Bulloing Singapors 348524 Tel: 744 2651 50 Mag Biilkding Singapore 348524 Tel: 744 2651




@ €ETRON RESOURCES PTE LTD

Specialise in waterproofing,
repainting and metal roof maintenance.

7 Swan Lake Ave Singapore 455706. Tel: 6242 0412 Fax: 6242 2513
Email: marketing@etron.com.sg Website: http://www.etron.com.sg
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